The Jewish calendar is based on three astronomical phenomena: the rotation of the Earth about its axis (a day); the revolution of the moon about the Earth (a month); and the revolution of the Earth about the sun (a year). These three phenomena are independent of each other, so there is no direct correlation between them. On average, the moon revolves around the Earth in about 29½ days. The Earth revolves around the sun in about 365¼ days, that is, about 12.4 lunar months.
The Gregorian calendar used by most of the world has abandoned any correlation between the moon cycles and the month, arbitrarily setting the length of months to 28, 30 or 31 days. 

The Jewish calendar, however, coordinates all three of these astronomical phenomena. Months are either 29 or 30 days, corresponding to the 29½-day lunar cycle. Years are either 12 or 13 months, corresponding to the 12.4 month solar cycle.

The lunar month on the Jewish calendar begins when the first sliver of moon becomes visible after the dark of the moon. This is the first day of the month “Rosh Chodesh”

The problem with strictly lunar calendars is that there are approximately 12.4 lunar months in every solar year, so a 12-month lunar calendar loses about 11 days every year and a 13-month lunar gains about 19 days every year. The months on such a calendar "drift" relative to the solar year. On a 12 lunar month calendar, the month of Nissan, which is supposed to occur in the Spring, would occur 11 days earlier each year, eventually occurring in the Winter, the Fall, the Summer, and then the Spring again. To compensate for this drift, an extra month was occasionally added. The month of Nissan would occur 11 days earlier for two or three years, and then would jump forward 29 or 30 days, balancing out the drift.
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English Number Length | Gregorian Equivalent
9% |Missan 1 30 days March-April
N |Tyar 2 29 days April-May
WY |sivan 3 30 days May-Tune
DN | Tammuz 4 29 days Tune-Tuly
AN |4y 5 30 days Tuly-August
AN (B 6 29 days | August-September
MW | Tishri 7 30 days September-October
NYN | Cheshvan 8 29 or 30 days | October-November
9 [Kislew 9 30 or 29 days [November-December
IV | Tevet 10 29 days December-JTanuary
VIV [Shevat 11 30 days Tamvary-February
VTN | Adar I (leap years only) 12 30 days February-March
VTN | Adar (called Adar Tin leap years) |12 (13 in leap years) |29 days February-March





The "first month" of the Jewish calendar is the month of Nissan, in the spring, when Passover occurs.
However, the Jewish New Year is in Tishri, the seventh month, and that is when the year number is increased.
The names of the months of the Jewish calendar were adopted during the time of Ezra, after the return from the Babylonian exile. The names are actually Babylonian month names, brought back to Israel by the returning exiles. Note that most of the Bible refers to months by number, not by name.

The Jewish "day" starts at sunset, rather than at midnight. If you read the story of creation in Genesis Ch. 1, you will notice that it says, "And there was evening, and there was morning, one day." From this, we infer that a day begins with evening, that is, at sunset.
Right now it is year 5758

[image: image2.png]JEWISH | BEGINNING DATE
YEAR 4D
5754 Sept. 16, 1093
5755 Sept. 6, 1094
5756 Sept. 25, 1095
5757 Sept. 14, 1096
5758 Oct. 2, 1997
5750 Sept. 21, 1098
5760 Sept. 11, 1099
5761 Sept. 30, 2000
5762 Sept. 18, 2001
5763 Sept. 7, 2002
5764 Sept. 27, 2003
5765 Sept. 16, 2004
5766 Oct. 4, 2005
5767 Sept. 23, 2008
5768 Sept. 13, 2007
5760 Sept. 30, 2008
5770 Sept. 19, 2000
5771 Sept. 0, 2010
5772 Sept. 20, 2011
5773 Sept, 17, 2012





The year number on the Jewish calendar represents the number of years since creation, calculated by adding up the ages of people in the Bible back to the time of creation.
[image: image3.png][Tyar 5768 (May / June 2008)

[ Sunday | Monday | Tuesday [Wednesday|Thursday | Friday | Shabbat
Thar  [2lyar Bhar @A [lar
) faer 7 jaers jaero jaer 10
Jeot crotet | vommezbiem Yo somnre [povtie Bace
6ar  [Thar  [Bar P lyar 10ar  [llyar  [125yar
Jaer 11 g 12 g 13 g 14 g 15 g 16 hag 17
[povtie B
3har  [Mbar  [5har  [16ar [T [Blar  [9Dyar
jaer 18 g 19 g 20 g 31 2 g 5 g 34
—
20har  [2llyar  [22lyr 3T [2Alyar 26 Tyar
jaer 25 g 26 hag 27 g 25 g 25 g 31
F
it
[P Bz

27har  [28Lyar |29 Iyar
e 1 e 3 ez

o





[image: image4.png]Sivan 5768 (June / July 2008)

ey

Sunday | Monday | Tuesday [Wednesday| Thursday | Friday | Shabbat
ISian  [2Siven  [3Swan |4 Swvan
e s e s e s e
o o e o
5Siven |6 Sivan  [ISivan  [BSwan  [9Swan  [10Sman |11 Swan
baes e e 10 e 11 e 12 e 13 e 10
R e ot
[t [Eutiesen
12Swan [13Siwan  [14Sian |15 Swan  [16Sian |17 Sivan |18 Siven
e 15 e 16 e 17 e 10 e 19 e 20 e 21
et st
19Sivan [20Sivan |21 Sivan  [22 Sivan |23 Sivan |24 Sivan |25 Siven
e 22 e 22 e 20 e 25 e 26 e 27 e 20
s
hisioim
v g
26Siven [27 Sivan |28 Sivan |29 Sivan 30 Sivan
e 20 e 30 a1 a2 a3
I oot





[image: image5.png]e

[ Sunday [ Monday | Tuesday [Wednesday| Thursday | Friday | Shabbat
| Tarummuz |2 Tammuz
¢ a5
oot o, oo 2ms

3 Tammuz |4 Tammuz |5 Tammuz |6 Tammuz |7 Tammuz |8 Tammuz |9 Tammuz

v a7 s s fay 10 a1 a2

st

10 Tararmz 11 Tammyz |12 Tamamz [13 Tamemz |14 Tammuz [15 Tammuz |16 Tammuz

oy 13 a4 a5 a6 a7 a5 a0

e s

17 Tarurmz 18 Tammyz |19 Tamamz (20 Tamemz (21 Tammuz [22 Tammmuz [23 Tammuz

fay 20 a1 a2 e e iy 25 e

et o T s

hivsioin
ey

24 Tammuz 25 Tammuz [26 Tammuz [27 Tammuz [28 Tammuz [29 Tammuz

27 e e a0 a1 e





