Jewish Feasts

The Feast of Trumpets
Rosh Hashanah

(meaning "head of the year," because it begins the Jewish civil year)
Which points to the Rapture and the 2nd coming
Lev. 23:23-25; 1 Thess. 4:13-18

Leviticus 23:23-25 (NKJV)
23 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation. 25 You shall do no customary work on it; and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the Lord.’ ” 

Thess. 4:13-18

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NKJV)
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
Every autumn the Jewish community observes a holiday called Rosh Hashanah (meaning "head of the year," because it begins the Jewish civil year). This is a biblical festival, known in Scripture as Yom Teruah, the Day of Trumpets, because the Israelites were to blow trumpets on that day (Leviticus 23:24). A shofar, or ram's horn, is blown calling the faithful to 10 days of repentance culminating in another biblical festival, Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement. Most Christians find little meaning in these days, but could they hold an important message for you and your future? In ancient Israel the shofar was blown for various reasons, including a call to war. Jewish leaders in the first century had to take care when they blew the shofar on the Feast of Trumpets so that the occupying Roman soldiers didn't think a rebellion was being launched.The Bible speaks of a time before Christ's return when the earth will be engulfed in war, famine, disease epidemics, earthquakes and other colossal disasters. This era, called "the great tribulation" (Revelation 7:14; Matthew 24:21), will bring humanity to the brink of total destruction—necessitating God's promised intervention in human affairs. The period of God's intervention is called "the day of the Lord." It is also a time known for the blowing of trumpets. The Feast of Trumpets is the first of the fall feasts. The Jewish people call this feast Rosh Hashanah. The Feast of Trumpets occurs on the first day of the Hebrew month, Tishri. It would occur at the new moon. The Feast of Trumpets is the Jewish New Year. Nine days after this Feast is the Day of Atonement, and four days after that, is the Feast of Tabernacles, the last Feast of the biblical year.
A shofar is simply a trumpet made from the horn of an animal. According to rabbi's, only the horns of animals fit for sacrifice are to be used, so it was and still is usually made from the horn of a wild goat or ram. The horn is cleaned by boiling and then softened by heat and oil until it is possible to shape into a straight or curved form. The mouthpiece must be formed from the tip of the horn, but precious metal can be used to ornament it: gold for Rosh Hashanah - silver for fast days. It's scraped thin to lighten it, highly polished, and occasionally inscribed with geometric designs or scripture.

he shofar speaks with a commanding, demanding voice. In ancient biblical times, the sound of the shofar was the call to arms, the alarm for any disaster, the signal to assemble. It was used to sound the beginning of the Sabbath, announce the New Moon, and proclaim the anointing of a new king. It calls up the remembrance of Sinai when the sound issued from a thick cloud and the people trembled. The shofar accompanied the solemn, seven-day procession of the sacred Ark around Jericho as the terror-stricken inhabitants saw their city walls crumble to dust in the echo of its blast. We are told such a sound will announce the time of the Great Day of the Lord. 

The most important modern use of the shofar is during Rosh Hashanah, when it is used to call the Jewish people to a time of repentance and spiritual awakening. It can be used to make various sounds, each with a unique name and meaning. According to the rabbi's, the four sounds associated with the blowing of the shofar during Yom T'ruach are: 

Tekiah - blast - a pure, unbroken sound that calls man to search his heart, forsake his wrong ways and seek forgiveness.

Shebarim - broken notes - a broken, staccato, trembling sound that symbolizes the sorrow that comes to man when he realizes his misdeeds and desires to change his ways.

Teruah - alarm - a wave-like sound of alarm calling upon man to stand by the banner of God 

Tekiah Gedolah - the great blast - a prolonged, unbroken sound - the final appeal to sincere repentance.

